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It takes a school trip to bring out
some of life's greatest questions

Who ǁould ǁiŶ iŶ a
fight betǁeeŶ �huĐk
E. �heese aŶd RoŶald

MĐDoŶald? Hoǁ about the Wal-
Maƌt HappǇ FaĐe vs. the �aƌl's
Jƌ. Staƌ?

These ǁeƌe just a feǁ of the
deep philosophiĐal debates I
heaƌd ǁhile dƌiviŶg up the Đoast
of �alifoƌŶia ǁith ϱϱ high sĐhool
studeŶts, six teaĐheƌs, aŶd thƌee
paƌeŶts, loaded iŶto ŶiŶe vaŶs
oŶ ouƌ aŶŶual tƌip to Heaƌst
�astle, SaŶta �ƌuz aŶd EoƌtheƌŶ
�alifoƌŶia.

SiŶĐe ǁe doŶ't alloǁ studeŶts
to bƌiŶg headphoŶes, �D plaǇ-
eƌs, video games oƌ Đell phoŶes,
theƌe is pleŶtǇ of time foƌ meaŶiŶgful ĐoŶveƌsatioŶ
aŶd soĐial iŶteƌaĐtioŶ ǁhile ǁe tƌavel. Mixed up
betǁeeŶ fƌeshmeŶ, sophomoƌes, juŶioƌs aŶd seŶioƌs,
the talk ǁas ofteŶ livelǇ aŶd spiƌited.

We had the usual debates about ǁho's the best
poiŶt guaƌd iŶ the EBA WesteƌŶ �oŶfeƌeŶĐe (Mike
BibbǇ oƌ Steve Eash?Ϳ oƌ ǁhetheƌ Raul MoŶdesi
might be the Đuƌe foƌ the AŶgels' iŶjuƌǇ pƌoblem. AŶd
ǁe had ouƌ shaƌe of sillǇ questioŶs, suĐh as ǁheŶ ouƌ
ĐaƌavaŶ ǁouŶd its ǁaǇ doǁŶ SaŶ FƌaŶĐisĐo's seƌpeŶ-
tiŶe Lombaƌd Stƌeet ǁith iŶĐhes of ĐleaƌaŶĐe oŶ eaĐh
side, aŶd a studeŶt asked "Is this a oŶe-ǁaǇ stƌeet?"

But theƌe ǁeƌe also seƌious disĐussioŶs about life
aŶd death, heaveŶ aŶd hell, aŶd ǁhetheƌ 'eoƌge
TeŶet should have ƌesigŶed as �IA diƌeĐtoƌ. A visit
to AlĐatƌaz ǁas foddeƌ foƌ seveƌal disĐussioŶs about
Đapital puŶishmeŶt aŶd the pƌisoŶ sǇstem. Tǁelve
huŶdƌed miles oŶ the ƌoad iŶ five daǇs leŶds itself to
a full ƌaŶge of topiĐs. WheŶ Ǉou tƌavel aŶd eat aŶd
Đamp togetheƌ, ĐoŶveƌsatioŶ betǁeeŶ adults aŶd
studeŶts floǁs ǁith aŶ ease Ŷot ofteŶ fouŶd iŶ the
Đlassƌooms.

WheŶ the disĐouƌse lags, the teaĐheƌ iŶ me alǁaǇs
falls baĐk oŶ some tƌied-aŶd-tƌue questioŶs ĐeƌtaiŶ
to bƌiŶg about a diffeƌeŶt opiŶioŶ. I ask, "WhǇ do
ǁomeŶ live loŶgeƌ thaŶ meŶ?" The ĐoŶseŶsus amoŶg
the giƌls is that ǁomeŶ take betteƌ Đaƌe of themselves

aŶd haŶdle stƌess betteƌ, ǁhile the boǇs aƌe suƌe it's
beĐause meŶ ǁoƌk haƌdeƌ thaŶ ǁomeŶ.

We ǁeŶt to aŶ OaklaŶd A's baseball game aŶd saǁ
BobbǇ KieltǇ ǁiŶ the game ǁith a ǁalk-off home ƌuŶ
iŶ the ϭ2th iŶŶiŶg. OŶ the ǁaǇ out of the stadium oŶe
of the studeŶts meŶtioŶed that ǁe got ϯϯ peƌĐeŶt
moƌe baseball thaŶ ǁe oƌigiŶallǇ paid foƌ, siŶĐe the
game ǁeŶt extƌa iŶŶiŶgs. (He's the kid ǁho passed
the AP ĐalĐulus test ǁith flǇiŶg Đoloƌs as a juŶioƌ.Ϳ

Ouƌ foƌeigŶ exĐhaŶge studeŶt fƌom HoŶg KoŶg,
KeŶ Yau, got to see moƌe of �alifoƌŶia iŶ oŶe ǁeek
thaŶ iŶ the eŶtiƌe ƌest of the Ǉeaƌ. We ƌoughed it a Đou-
ple of Ŷights iŶ teŶts at SaŶ SimeoŶ aŶd KiŶgs �aŶ-
ǇoŶ, but ǁe ǁeƌe staǇiŶg iŶ a hotel iŶ the BaǇ Aƌea.
Hoǁeveƌ, KeŶ ǁas ĐoŶfused ǁheŶ ǁe stopped to
ǁatĐh a heƌd of buffalo iŶ 'oldeŶ 'ate Paƌk. He Đame
to me ǁith a ǁild-eǇed look aŶd asked, "Mƌ. WaƌŶeke,
aƌe ǁe ĐampiŶg heƌe toŶight?"

Fƌom the WiŶĐhesteƌ House iŶ SaŶ Jose thƌough
'ilƌoǇ, the gaƌliĐ Đapital of the ǁoƌld, ǁe made ouƌ
ǁaǇ to the KiŶgs Riveƌ foƌ a fiŶal daǇ of ǁhiteǁateƌ
ƌaftiŶg. Some ƌookie ƌafteƌs ǁeƌe hesitaŶt, ĐoŶĐeƌŶed
about the daŶgeƌs of the ƌoaƌiŶg ƌapids, ǁhile the
seŶioƌ veteƌaŶs ĐouldŶ't ǁait to gƌab a paddle aŶd
take oŶ the ƌiveƌ. Afteƌ safelǇ ƌeaĐhiŶg Đamp, ǁe
pƌepaƌed foƌ the ƌide baĐk to ToƌƌaŶĐe aŶd the eŶd
of the tƌip. The oŶlǇ debate left ǁas ǁhiĐh studeŶts
ǁould have the pƌivilege of ƌidiŶg iŶ the "WaƌvaŶ,"
ouƌ aŶĐieŶt Dodge Ram ǁith Ŷo aiƌ ĐoŶditioŶiŶg, Ŷo
ƌadio, aŶd me, the pƌiŶĐipal, behiŶd the ǁheel.

Befoƌe ǁe ƌeaĐhed the sĐhool paƌkiŶg lot ǁe fiŶallǇ
had agƌeemeŶt oŶ ouƌ oƌigiŶal questioŶ. If RoŶald
MĐDoŶald bƌought his fƌieŶds, the Hambuƌglaƌ aŶd
'ƌimaĐe, aŶd �huĐk E. �heese bƌought his Đƌeǁ, it
ǁould tuƌŶ iŶto a gaŶg fight aŶd the poliĐe ǁould
Đome aŶd bƌeak it up.

You doŶ't heaƌ suĐh stimulatiŶg, thoughtful debate
suĐh as that iŶ the Đlassƌoom eveƌǇ daǇ.

Tim WaƌŶeke is a SaŶ Pedƌo ƌesideŶt aŶd the pƌiŶĐipal of PaĐifiĐ LutheƌaŶ
High SĐhool iŶ ToƌƌaŶĐe.

Do Ǉou have a stoƌǇ to tell? Submit Ǉouƌ ĐolumŶ to Lisa DoŶahue, MǇ
TuƌŶ, Daily Breeze, ϱ2ϭϱ ToƌƌaŶĐe Blvd., ToƌƌaŶĐe, �A 90ϱ0ϯ-4077, oƌ
e-mail us at lisa.doŶahue@dailǇbƌeeze.Đom . Please limit to ϴ00 ǁoƌds
aŶd iŶĐlude Ǉouƌ telephoŶe Ŷumbeƌ. We'll paǇ $2ϱ foƌ eaĐh ĐolumŶ ǁe
publish.
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